



LETTER CCEXXI - 
London, February the 20th, heal s. i : 


"My pear Frienp, 


Kascalh. Syteeuacsehatsoevesj-whaibabioul } 
government, morals, &c. perfection is ee " 
always. propofed, though poflibly unattainabley 
hitherto at leaft, certainly unattained. However, 
thofe who aim carefully at’ the mark itfelf will) — 
unqueftionably come nearer it, than thofe who — 
from defpair, negligence, or indolence, leave to 


rw koi nan 








chance the work of fkill. This maxim holds 
equally true in common life; thofe who aim at) — 


perfeétion will come infinitely nearer it, than’ 


thofe defponding or indolent {pirits who foolifhly’ 
. fay to themfelves, Nobody i is perfect; perfeétion ig 
” unattainable; to attempt it is chimerical ; I fhalldor — 
aswell as others: why then fhould I give myfelf — 
trouble to be what Inever can, and what, accord~ 
ing to the common courfe of things, oe 








sikaieiaoae! my care, my eivieavoatad my a 
fhall not be wanting to get as near it as I can 
will approaclt it every day; poflibly I may arrive at 
it at laft; at leaft (what I am fure is in my own 
power) I will not be diftanced. Many fools ({peak- 
‘ing of you) fay tome, What! would you have him 
perfect? Lanfwer, Why not? What hurt would it | 
do him or me? Oh, butthat is impoffible, fay they. 
Treply, I am not fure of that: perfeétion in the ab-) 
ftract, L-admit to be unattainable ; but what is com- 
monly called perfection in'a character, I maintain to’ 
be attainable, and not only that, but in every man’s’ 
power. He hath, continue they, a good head, a: 
good heart, a good fund of knowledge, which wilk 
increafe daily ; what would you have more?) Why, 
TP would have every thing more that can adorn and: 
complete a character. Will it do his head, his 
Heart, or his knowledge, any harm, to have the ut- 
moft delicacy of manners, the moft fhining advan- 
_ tages of air and addrefs, the moft endearing atten-: 
tions, and the moftengaging graces? But, as he is, 
‘Shea he is loved wherever he is known, Tam 
very glad of it, fay I; but I would have him be 
Pw hecona he is known, and loved afterwatds. I. 
b seid have. hina; by bis firft abord and addrefs, © 
_ make people with to know him, and incline? to love’ 
on Ae A time by it. In. 









‘to be ake cconfequence: ) not be 
attentive to them; it is they that always engage. 
the heart, of which.the underftanding is commonly _ 
the bubble. And I would much rather that he | 
erred in a*point of grammar, of ‘hiftory, of philo» 
fophy, &c. than in a point of manners and addrefs, 
But confider, he is very young; all this will come — 
in time. I hope fo; but that time muft be while he 
is young, or it will never be at all: the right pit 
‘mutt be taken young, or it will never be eafy, nor 
feem natural. ‘Come, come, fay they (fubftituting, — 
as is frequently done, affertion inftead of argument) 
depend upon it, he will do very well; and you have — 
‘a great deal of reafon to be fatisfied with him. I 
hope and believe he will do well,» but I would ‘have — 
him do better than well, I am very well pleafed — 
~ with him; but I would be more, I would be proud 
of him. I would have him have luftre as well as 
_ weight. Did you ever know any body that really — 
~ sunited all thefe talents ?” Yes, Idid; Lord Boling- — 
‘broke jomed all the politenefs, the manners, and 
the graces of a Courtjer, to the folidity of a Statef- 
man, and to the learning of a Pedant. He wasomnis — 
homo; and pray what fhould hinder my boy from 
being fo too, if he hath, as I think he hath, all the — 
cations that you allow him? cin el 
‘hinder him, but neglect of, ‘or inattention to _ 
‘eis objeéts, which his own good-fenfe muft tell 
‘tim are afi infinite confequence to him, and | which : 








/ Sent jin the. very words. 1 fubmit spendeian: 
of it to. yourfelf: let your own good,fenfe.de- 
termine it, and make you aét in confequence of 
that determination, _ The receipt to make this 
- eompofition is fhort and infallible; here I give it 


you. 

Take variety of the beft company, wherever you 
ares. be minutely. attentive to every word and 
_ adtions imitate, refpectively thofe whom.you ob» 
_ ferve to be diftinguithed and confidered for any one 
_ jaccomplifhment ; then mix all thofe feveral accom- 

ie alan praetlsty and ferve them up yansiel ye 
_Lhope your fais, or rother your brown American 
- dswell.. hear thatthe makes very bandfome pre- 
; sect ifthe is not fo herfelf. Iam told, there ‘ate 
f » at, Paris who expect, from this fecret.connex» ~ 
fee in time a volume of letters, fuperior to 
de Graffigny’s aki ia tala 
one of, the firft copies, . aw Bred pes 
fr, tornight. sa biased =f 
m ing its ing bh 
» Fonfidering how Jong 
















were moved. The prologue, which is avery — 


good one, was made intirely by Garrick. .The 
e ¢ is old Cibber’s; but corrected, though 
not enough, by Francis. He will get a great 
deal of money by it; and, confequently, be 
better able to lend you aap, upon: any: eines 
gency. von 

The Parliament of Paris, I find by the news:pa- 
pers, has not carried its point, concerning the hof- 


pitals; and though the King hath given up the - 


Archbifhop, yet, as he has put them under the — 


management and direction du Grand Confxil, the 
Parliament is equally out of the queftion. 'This will 


naturally put you upon inquiring into the Conftitu- | 

tion of the Grand Confeil. You will, doubtlefs, in- — 
form yourfelf, who it is compofed of, what things — 
_ae de fon refort, whether or not there lies an appeal — 


from thence to any other place; and of all other 
particulars, that may give you a clear notion of this. 


affembly. There are alfo three or four. other Confeéls 
in France, of which you ought to: know the confti- 
tution, and the objects: I dare fay you do'know — 


* them yeah but, if you do not, lofe no time in 
info yourfelf. Thefe things, as IT have often 
you, are beft learned in various French com- 
panies ; but in no Englifh ones: for none of our — 
-countryrgen trouble their heads about them. So: 






ule a very trite i image, collect, like the bee, se | 
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Jes fermier gre smile yoit may, ctsy'piogilt 
eapeaieies? “get a general knowledge, at leaft, of Aes" 
“affaires des finances, When you ate with des gens de 
‘robe; fack them with regard to the conftitution, and 
‘civil government, e fic de ceteris. This thows 
you the advantage of keeping a great deal of dif- 
_ ferent French company ; an advantage much fupe- 
‘rior to any that you can poffibly receive from loiter- 
‘Wg and fauntering away evenings in any Englifh 
‘company at Paris, not even excepting Lord - 
A* ** *'s, Love of cafe, and fear of reftraint, 
(to both which I doubt you are, for a young fellow, 

_ ‘too much addiéted,) may invite you among your 
‘countrymen: but pray withftand thofe mean temp- 
tations, et prenex fur vous, forthe fake of being in 
thofe Affemblies, which alone can inform your 
mind, and improve your manners. You have not 
‘now many months to continue at Paris: make the 
‘moft of them: get into every houfe there, if you _ 
ean; extend acquaintance, know every thing and ™ 
every body there; that, when you leave it for 
‘other places, you may be @u fait, and even able to 
in whatever you may hear pent Concern . 
ee ee re) 
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“LETTER CCLXXHL - 
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* London, March the 2d, O.S. i758 
My pear Frienp, 


\  WiteREABOUTS are you in Ariofto? eile 
you gone through that moft ingenious contexture 
‘of truth and lies, of ferious and extravagant, of 
nights-errant, magicians, and all that various 
‘matter, which he announces in the beginning of his 
‘poem : i 


Le Donne, i Cavalier, Varme, gli amori, 
Le cortefie, l’audaci imprefe 10 canto. 


I am by no means fure that Homer had fuperior 
invention, or excelled more in defcription than 
evefsiofto. What can be more feducing and volup- 
tuous, than the defcription of Alcina’s perfon and 
palace? What more ingenioufly extravagant, than 
the fearch made in the moon for Orlando's loft wits, 
‘and the account of other people's that were found 
there? The whole is worth your attention, not 
@ asan ingenious poem, but as the fource of all: 

jern tales, novels, fables, and ‘romanites ; as 

id’s Metamorphofes was of the antient ones ;_ x 
Be ep ae aan have read this work, ing 
‘will be Wifficult to youn the Italian language. You 
at Te safer and the Decmerone di 


ii seater.” r ‘ 
Y . 










poet sash ale facility Sie satlee 
you ‘have read thefe three authors, you will, in ff 
opinion, haye read all the works of invention, that 
are worth reading in that language; though the Ita- 
lians would-be very angry at-me for faying, fo. 

A gentleman fhould know thofe which I call claf- 
* fical works, in every language; fuch as Boileau, 
Corneille, Racine, Moliere, éc. in French; Milton, 
- Dryden, Pope, Swift, &c..in Englith ; and the three 
authors above-mentioned in Italian: whether you 
have any fuch. in German, I am not quite fure, 
mor, indeed, am I inquifitive. Thefe fort of books 
adorn the mind, improve the fancy, are frequently 
alluded to by, and are often the fubjects of converfa~ 
_ tions of the beft gompanies. As you have languages 
- to read, and memory to retain them, the knowledge 
of them is yery well worth the little pains it will coft 
you, and will enable you to fhine in company. It is 
not. pedantic to quote and allude to them,” which it 
_ would.be with regard to the antients. ; sr] 
Among the many advantages which you have had 
your education, I do not confider your knows 
ge of feveral languages as the leaft. You need not 
t to tranflations : you-can’go to the fource : you 
both converfe ere with ap of all 4 













“may gsi, eae savch, ys ropti 
i , the elegancy or inelegancy, of one fingle 
word, As therefore yon now know four modern — 
languages well, I would have you ftudy (andy by 
the way, it will be very little trouble to you) to — 
know them correctly, accurately, and delicately. 
Read fome little books that treat of them, and afk — 
queftions concerning their delicacies, of thofe who 
are able to anfwer you. As for inftance, fhould I 
fay in French, /a lettre que je vous ai-écrit, or, la — 
lettre que je vous ai écrite? in which, I think, the 
French differ among themfelves, There is a fhort 
French Grammar by the Port Royal, and another 
by Pere Buffier, both which are worth your reading; 
as.is.alfora little book called /es Synonimes Frangois, 
There ate -books of that kind upon the Italian Jan- 
guage, into fome of which I would advife you to 
dip; poflibly the German language may have fome> 
thing-of the fame fort ; and fince you already fpeak 
it, the more properly you {peak it the better: one 
would, I think, as far as poffible, do all one does, — 
correctly and elegantly. It is extremely engaging to 7 
people of every nation, to meet with a foreigner 
who hath taken pains enough to {peak their lan- 


«» guage correctly: it flatters that local and national — 
» Pride vi comp of which every body hath fone” 
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~'Francis’s Eugenia, which I will fend you, pleated 
moft pegplé of good tafte here: the boxes were 
hewded till the fixth night ; when the pit and gale 
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aac atibieh Gall: was not Silica se atten 
_ true: Britith audience, fo long accuftomed to dag> 
gers, racks, and bowls of poifon; contrary to Ho- 
-ace’s rule, they defire to fee Medea murder her 
_ children upon the ftage. The fentiments were too 
délicate to move them; and their hearts are to be 
. taken by ftorm, not by parley. 
. Have you got the things, which were taken fc 
_ ‘you at Calais, reftored? and among them, the little 
_ packet, which my, fifter gave you for Sir Charles 
Hotham? In this cafe, have you forwarded it to 
him?) If you have not yet had an opportunity, you 
will have one foon; which I defire you will not omit: 
it is by Monfieur d’Aillon, whom you will fee ina 
few days at Paris, in his way to Geneva, where 
Sir:Charles now is, and will remain fome time. * 
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3 i sera not have 
“Ub a valetudinarian, I muft tell you, that the b 


tention to preferve. Young fellows, thinkiig they. 
have fo mpch health and time before them, are, — 
very apt to neglect or lavith hoth, and beggar them- _ 
felves before. they are aware: whereas a prudent — 
economy in both .would make them rich indeed; 
and, fo far from breaking-in upon their: pleafures,, 
would improve, and almoft perpetuate them, Be, 
you wifer; and, before it is too late, manage both. | 
with ‘care and frugality; and Jay out neither, but 
upon good intereft and fecurity. 
I will now confine myfelf to the. employment of 
your time, which, though I have often touched upon 
it formerly, is.a fubject that, from its importance, 
will bear repetition. You have, it is true, a great — 
deal of time before you; but, in this period of your 
life, one hour ufefully employed may be worth 
ffiore than four-and-twesty hereafter: a minute is 
precious to you now; whole days may poflibly not 
be fo forty years hence. Whatever time you allow, — 
or can fnatch for f€rious reading (I fay fnatchy. 
becaufe company and the knowledge of the world is 
, now your chief object), employ it in the reading of 
fome ont book, and that a good one, till you have 
_ finifned. it: and do not diftraét your mind. with 
~ yarious matters, at the fame time. In this. light L | 
et ah a react toute | CRON, 








om For sbesdaviea aati of hound) coal 
of invention, wit, and humour, of the beft, and ‘nor 
of trifial authors, either antient or modern. 

Whatever bufinefs you have, do it the firft mo- 

- ment you can; never by halves, but finifh it without 
interruption, if poflible. Bufinefs muft not be faun- 

- tered and trifled with ; and you muft not fay to it, as 
Felix did to Paul, ‘‘ at a more convenient feafon I 
will {peak to thee.” The moft convenient feafon - 
for bufinefs is the firft; but» ftudy and bufinefs in 
fome meafure point out their own times to a man of 
feiife ; time is much oftener {quandered away in the 
wrong choice and improper methods of smnafectient 
and pleafures. 

Many people think that they are in pleafures, pro- 
vided they are neither in ftudy nor in bufinefs. No- 
thing like it; they are doing nothing, and might 
jumt as well be afleep. They contract habitudes from 
lazinefs, and they only frequent thofe places where 
they are free from all reftrdints and attentions. Be 

_ wpon your guard againft this idle profufion of time ; 

and let every place you go to be either the fcene of 

t and: weed pleafures, or the fchool of your im~ 

‘ : let every company you go into, ‘either 

oe your fenfes, extend your knowledge, or Tes « 

_ fine your manners, Have fome decent object of 

gallantry i in view at fome places; frequent others 

where” ‘people of wit and tafte affemble: get into 
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pane sn where a. conftant: regard poe: 
tention is neceflary. “It is true, this is at’ firft a. dif — 
agreeable ftate of reftraint; but it foon grows habitu= 
al, and confequently eafy; and you are amply paid 
for it, by the improvement you' make, and the cre= : 
dit it gives you. What you faid fome time ago'was 
very true, concerning /e Palais Royal: to one of — 
your age the fituation is difagreeable enough: you 
cannot expect to be much taken notice of: but all 
that time you can take notice of others; obferve - 
their manners, decypher their characters, and infen< 
fibly you will become one of the company. — we 
All this I went through myfelf, When I was of 
your age, I have fate hours in company, without 
being taken the leaft notice of; but then I took no~ 







tice of them, and learned, in their company, how 


to behave myfelf better.in the next, till, by degrees, 
. part of the beft companies myfelf. But lI 
took great care not to lavifh away my time in thofe — 
companies where there were neither quick pleafures, 
nor ufeful improvements to be expected. av a 
‘Sloth, indolence, and mollefg, are pernicious, ank 
* unbecoming a young fellow; let them be your ref- 
Jourte forty years hence at foonett. Determine, at 
all’ events, and however difagreeable it may be to a 
~ you in fome refpects, and for fome time, to keep — 
Soma: and fafhionable company of — 
place you are’ at, either for their rank, of fot - 
mua or i ee i: “This gives 
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go. afterwards. Pray, therefore, no indolence, nd. 

lazinefs ; but employ every minute of your life’ in, 
active pleafures, or ufeful employments. Addrefs. 
yourfelf to fome woman of fafhion and beauty,. 
wherever you are, and try how far that will go. If 
the place be not fecured beforehand, and garrifoned, 
nine times in ten you will take it. By attentions and 
tefpect, you may always get into the higheft com- 
_ pany; and, by fome admiration and applaufe, whe- ~ 
ther merited or not, you may be fure of being wel- 
come among /es /gavants et les beaux efprits. There 
are but thefe three forts of company for a young fel- 
low; there being neither pleafure nor profit in any 
other. 

- My uneafinefs ‘with regard to your health is this 
moment removed by your letter of the 8th, N.S. 
which, by what accident I do not know, I did not 
receive before. 

_ Along to read Voltaire’s-Rome Sauvée, which, By 
the very faults that your /evere critics find with it, I 
am fure I fhall like ; for I will at any time give up 
a good deal of regularity for a‘ great deal of brillant ; 
_ and for the brillant, furely nobody is equal to Vol- 
taire. Catiline’s confpiracy i is an unhappy fubject for 

tragedy ; it is too fingle, and gives no opportunity 

- to the poet to excite any of the tender paffions ; the 
_ whole is one: intended act of horror. Crébillon was ~ 
bey fenfible of thisdefe@t, and, to create another intereft, 
ee a hae made Cusine in hersenhreat. 
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fare Pad Sor eV ahd dine 
_ with Monfieur de St. Conteft. That is company t 
learn Jef bonnes manieres in; and it feems you had det 
bons morseaus into the bargain. Though y you werd 
no patt of sthe Kitig of France's converfation witht — 
the foreign finifters, and probably not much en= — 
_ tertained with it; do you think that it is not very — : 
ufeful td you fo lear it, and to obferve the turn 
and manners of people of that fort? It iséxttemely 
ufeful to know it well. The fathe in the hext rank _ 
of people; ftich as miniftets of ftates Sc. in whofe 3 
company, though you cannot yet, at your age, bear 
a part, and confequently be diverted, you will obs 
ferve arid learn what hereafter it ray be nteetiaey ? 


for you to att. 
Tell Sir John Lambert, that thave this day fixed 
Mr. Spencer’s having his credit upon him; Mri 
Hoaré had alfo recommended him. I believe Mr. 
Spencer will fet out next month for fome place in 
“France, but not Paris, [am fure he wants 4 great 
deal of France, for at prefent he is moft entirely 
Englifh ; anid you know very well what I think of 
“thar. ds fa Ws Vid yon hearilly gootonigh | 


Meth 8 eo eee 
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London, March the 16th, oO. s, 175% 
Ms DEAR Fares, 


OW do you go on with the Moh ufeful and snd 
: FP esctary of all ftudies, the ftudy of the world? Do 
you find that you gain knowledge? And does your 
F © daily” experience at once extend and demonftrate 
“your improvement ? You will poffibly afk me how 
you: can judge of that yourfelf. I will tell you a fure 
way of knowing. Examine yourfelf, and fee 
"whether your nations of the world are changed, by 
‘experience, from what they were two years ago in 
"theory ; for that alone is one favourable fymptom of 
: improvement. At that age (I remember it in my- 
felf) every notion that one forms is erroneous; one 
feen few models, and thofe none of the 
tm ‘one’s-felf upon, One thinks that’ tes 
g is to be carried by fpirit and vigour; that art 
meannefs, “= that verfatility and complaifance 4 












miftaken opinion gives an indelicacy, pene . 
and roughnefs to the manners. vals who 




















not to the conquered ; and conquerors, . you 
_ mutt be applied to in the gentleft, the moft enga, 
and the moft infinuating manner. Have you fe 
out that every woman is infallibly to be gain 
every fort of flattery, and every man by one: 
other? Have you difcovered what variety oft 
things affect the heart, and how furely they col 
atively gain it? If you have, you have made fome : 
grefs. I would try a man’s knowledge of the world, 
as I would a fchool-boy’s knowledge of Horace ; not. 
by making him conftrue Maecenas atavis edite regibusy 
which he could do in the firft férm; but. by exa- 
mining him as to the delicacy and curiofa felicitas of 
that poet. A man requires very little knowl 
and experience of the world, to underftand glaring, 
-Phigh-coloured, and decided characters; they are | 
but few, and theyitrike at firft: but to diftinguith 
the almoft imperceptible fhades, and the nice gi 
tions of virtue andevice, fenfe and folly, ftr 
and weaknefs, (of which characters are com 
compofed) demands fome exferience, great obf 
tion, ad minute attention. In the fame cafes 
_ people do othe fame things, but big 





Fa iidediind ies agpoen te e “ae a pat 
of what is called plain good-fenfe, who hath only 
~ yeafoned by himfelf, and not aéted with mankind, 
‘mif-times, tnif-places, runs precipitately and bluntly 
~ at the’mark, and falls upon his nofe in the way. In 
' the common manners of focial life, every man of 
_ common fenfe hath the rudiments, the ABC of 


‘civility ; he means not to offend, and even wifhes 


to pleafe: and, if he hath any real merit, will be 


- received and tolerated in good company. But that 


is far from being enough; for, though he may be 
received, he will never be defired ; though he does. 
not ‘offend, -he will never be loved; but, like fome 


little, infignificant, neutral power, furrounded by 


great ones, he will neither be feared nor courted by 


_ any; but, by turrls, invaded by all, whenever it is 
' their intereft; a moft contemptible fituation ! 


‘Whereas, a man who hath carefully attended to, 


and experienced, the various workings of the heart, 
and the artifices of ‘the head; and who, by one. 
| fate, can trace the progreffion @f the whole colour; 
__ who @e, at the proper times, employ all the feveral 
"means of perfuading the underftaading, and engaging 
the heart; may and will have enemies ; but will and 
 muft have friends: he may be oppofed, but he will 
be fupported too; his talents may excite thejealoufy 
of fome, but his engaging arts will make him bes 
pap (ingen gobsbpetanpen 























and the former would be futile and - frivc 
out the latter. Learning is acquired by 


reading men, and ftudying all the various edi 
of then. Many words in every language are. 
rally thought to be fynonymous; but thofe wl 
fudy the language attentively will find, that th 
is no fuch thing ; they will difcover fome little ¢ 
ference, fome diftinétion, between all thofe 
that are vulgarly called fynonymous; one hath 
ways more energy, extent, or delicacy, than 
ther: it is the fame with men ;, all are in gener 
and yet no two in particular exadtly, alike, Thofe 
who have not accurately ftudied, perpetually mif 
take them; they do not difcern the fhades 
gradations that diftinguith characters feemin 
alike. Company, vatious company, is tbe : 
{chool for this knowledge. You ought 
by this time, at leaft in the third form’ 
fchool, from whence the rife to the 
is eafy and quick; but then you muft have apy 
cation and vivacity; and you muft not o 
bear with, but even feek reftraint in moft_com- 
panies, inftead. of ftagnating in one or two only, 
where indolence and love of cafe ay ine 
a a 








y , that, # a King 
the we Wet fhould -be’ chofen this year, you — 
Shall certainly be at that eleétion ; and as, upon thofe 
_ occafions, all ftrangers.are excluded from« the place 
t of the election, except fach as belong to fome Em- 
*hbaflador, I have already eventually fecured you a 
ie lace in the fuite of the King’s electoral: Embafla- 
bids, who will be fent upon that account to Franck~ 
Soot or wherever elfe the eleétion may be. This - 

” will not only fecure you a fight of the fhow, but a 

F ssiotedg? of the whole thing; which is likely to be 

a contefted one, from the oppofition of fome of the 

* - Beaér, and the protefts of fome of the Princes of 
the Empire. Thateeleétion, if there is one, will, in 
i my opinion, be a memorable zera in the hiftory of 
the Empire ; pens at leaft, if not fwords, will be 
drawn and ink, if not blood, will be plentifully 
d, by the contending parties in that difpute, 
at the fray, you may fecurely plunder, and 
your prefent ftock of knowledge of the jus 
imperii, The Court of France hath, I am 





















ih difeorde. It muft be owned, that France. 


always profited fkilfully of its having guarantied 
ty of Munfter ; ta ince the i ofS : 











leaft pretend toa neighbouring Power ton 
dle with the affairs of its interior. Sweden | 
already felt the effects of the Czarina’s calling 
felf Guarantee of its prefent form of go 


truth, that Guarantee was vide a prov 
againft Ruffia’s attempting to alter the 


ghetit' they. pleafed.: Read them botly if sume 
eed them. Adieu ! “4a 





, London, tisslien sale 0. a oe 
My Bean Parana “ 








“you the piece, nia bioet aonkeegaa er viar 
"ket I fent you by the Spanifh Embaffador. The re= 
_ prefentation, of the Parliament is very well drawn, 
Sfuaviter in modo, fortiter in re, They tell the King 
_ very refpestfully, that in a certain cafe, which they 
~ fiould think it criminal to, fuppofe, they would not 
- abey him, This hath a ‘tendency to what we call 
here Revolution principles. I donot know what the 
Lord’s anointed, his vicegerent upon earth, divinely 
appointed by him, and accountable to none but him 
for his a¢tions, will either think or do, upon thefe . 
get acl of reafon and good-fenfe, which feem tq 
be breaking-out all over France: but this I forefee, 
_ that, before the end of this century, the trade of both 
King and Prieft will not be half fo good a one as it 
. has been, Du Clos, in his refleétions, hath obferved, 
and very truly, quil y a@ un germe de raifon qui 
commence a fe développer en France ; a développement 
| that muft prove fatal to Regal and Papal preten» 
b fions, Prudence may, in many cafes, recommend 
ee an occafional fubmiffion to either; but when that 
be ignorance, upon which an implicjt faith in both 
fie could: only be founded, is orice” remoyed, God's. 
i Vicegerent, and Chrift’s Vicar, will oply be obeyed 
and believed, as far as what the one arders, ang 
the other fays, is conformable to Feafon ‘and tg» 


Tam very glad (to ufe a yulgar expreffion) that 
mu make as if you were not well, though You really. 


peter inte my ne Pee: 















‘on of ssp sis — 
“reams, and indigeftible dumplings ; a 
need not confine yourfelf to white meats, 
not take to be one jot wholefomer than beef, ater dt 
and partridge.” i 

Voltaire fent me, from Berlin, his Hiftory du Suc 8 
de Louis XIV, It came ata very proper time; Lord 
Bolingbroke had juft taught me how hiftory fhould 
be read ; Voltaire fhows me how it fhould be writ- 
ten. Iam fenfible that it will meet with almoft as — 
many critics as readers. Voltaire mutt be criticifeds 
befides, every man's favourite is attacked; for every 4 
prejudice is expofed, and our prejudices are our 
miftreffes; reafon is at beft our wife, very often 
heard indeed, but feldom minded, It is the hiftory _ 
pf the human underftanding, written by a man of 
parts, forthe ufe of men of parts. Weak minds 
will not like it, even though they do not underftand 
it; which is commonly the meafure of their admi- 
ration. Dull ones will’want thofe minute and un- 
- jnterefting details, with which moft other hiftories 
are incumbered. . H¥ tells me all I want to’know, 
and nothing more, His reflections are fhort, juft, 
Je produce others in his readers: Free from re- 





ous, philofophical, political, and national pre 
yudices, beyond any hiftorian I ever met with, he 
relates all thofe matters as truly and as impartially, 
as certain regards, which muft always be to fome oe 
degree es will allow him: for one ae o 


























before His’ vanity, not fis sing 
“him encourage af, and introduce many arts 
clences i in his country. He opened in a man- 
human underftanding in France, and brought 
its an apg his age equalled ia all, 


Feblente; and the aang & a vain, liberal, and 
ag ificent Prince. What is much more furprifing- 
“he ftopped the operations of the human 
jut where he pleafed; and feemed to fay, 
s far fhalt thou go, and no farther.” For, a 
| ‘religion, and jealous of his power, free 
thoughts upon either never entered into 

| during his" reign; and the greateft 
that ever any age produced never enter-~ 
bt of ‘the divine ripht.of Kings, or the 


-~“and in verfe. 

















shiek se tries alle cee, baa wilh attention, 
larly the fecond volume; which contains fhort, b t 
very clear accounts of many very infterefting things, 
which are talked of by every body, though fairl 
underftood by very few. There are two very pu 
- affeGtations, which I with this book had. been 
. from; the one is, the total fubverfion of all theo! 
eftablifhed French orthography; the other is, the 
not making ufe of any one capital letter throughout 
the whole book, except at the beginning of a para 

graph. It offends my eyes to fee rome, paris, france, | 
ceefar, henry the 4th, Ge. begin with fmall letters 
and I do not conceive that there can be any 
for doing it, half fo ftrong as the reafon of long — 


ufage is to the contrary. This is an affectation. ‘bes * 
Jow Voltaire; whom I am not afhamed to fay that T 


admire and delight in, a8 awauthor, 7 in pea | 










Thad a letter afg@'days ago troen/Misaitaledas 
Boccage ; in which he fays, 2 Majiexr we sh 


very well, it is your Lattidtesbla' but ecaichlag 
at, to fucceed i in great things, one muft ee 





WETS 


SE, 





the firft King of aoe id tee his troops rem 
the army of the Allies ; when neither their reprefeh- 
~ tations, nor his own fhare in the common caufe, could 
do it. The Duke of Marlborough had no new mat- 
ter to urge to him; but had a manner, which he 
could not, and.did nog refift. Voltaire, among a 
‘thoufand little delicate ftrokes of that kind, fays of 
the Duke de la Feuillade, qu'il étois Phommez le plus 
_ brillant et le plus aimable du Roiaume, et quoigque gendre 
- duGénéral et Minifire, ilavoit pour lui la faveur pub- 
 Tique. Various little circumftances of that fort will 

often make a man of great real merit be hated, if 
he hath not addrefs and manners to make him be 
- loved. Confider all your own circumftances ferioufly; 
and you will find, that, of all arts, the art of pleafing 
is the moft neceflary for you to ftudy and poffefs. 
A filly tyrant faid, oderint modo timeant ; a wife man 
would have faid, modo ament nibil timendum eft mibi. 
Judge, from your own daily experience, of the effi- 
_ cacy of that pleafing je ne fais quoi, when you feel, as 
you and every body certainly does, that in men it 
_ is more engaging than knowhdge, in women than 


‘ - T long to fee Lord gnd Lady * * * (who are not 
_ yet arrived) becaufe they have lately feen you ; aig 
_ Talways fancy, that I can fith out fomething 








Pecans you, from thofe who have feen you laft : 





hate made him believe that she week 


for him, not he for the world; and unlefs he § 


abroad a great while, and falls into very — 
company, ‘the will expeét what he will never find ; 


the attentions and complaifance from others, which — 


he has hitherto been ufed to from Papa and Mamma. 
This, I fear, is too much the cafe of Mr. * * * oe 
who, I doubt, will be run through the body, and 
be near dying before he knows how to live. How-. 








| 


ever you may turn out, you can never makeme 


any of thefe reproaches. I indulged no filly wo- 


manith fondnefs for you: inftead of infliéting my 
tendernefs upon you, I have taken all poffible me-_ 
thods to make you deferve it; and thank God’ you — 
do ; at leaft, I know but one article in which “you 
are different from what I could with you ; and you 
very well know what that is. I want, that I and all 


the world fhould like you, as well as I love you. — 








i A VOIR du monde is, in my opinion, a very juft 
‘and happy expreffion, for having addrefs, manners, 
and for knowing how to behave properly in all com- 

: ~ panies ; and it implies very truly, that a man, that 

hath not thefe accomplifhments, is not of the world. 

~ Without them, the beft parts are inefficient, civility 
a) abfurd, and freedom offenfive. A learned parfon, 
~~ rafting in his cell at Oxford or Cambridge, will 
_Teafon admirably well upon the nature of man; will 
5 ptoknindly analyfe the head, the heart, the reafon, 
' the will, the paffions, the fenfes, the fentiments, 
and all thofe fubdivifions of we know not what ; and 

‘yet, “unfortunately, he knows nothing of man: for 

fae ¢ hath not lived with him; and is ignorant. 

F Tehe | various modes, habits), prejudices, and taftes, 

that always influence, and ofttifGetermine him. He 

ews man as he does colours in Sir Ifaac Newton's 

mn, by. where only the oe ones are feen; bu\an . 












as as@ man would dance, — ihe had never f , 
others dance, nor learned of a daneing-matte i r 
who had only ftudied the notes by which dances ar 


they firft make, and afterwards i improve imprefi 
in their favour. Thofe impreffions are much often ne 
‘owing to little caufes, than to intrinfic merit ; wh ich 
is lefs os and hath not fo fudden an effe 





take it, and all the rett follows. Would you gait 
either men or women, and every man of fenfe defires 
to gain both, i! faut du monde. You have had more 
_ Opportunities than ever any man had, at your age, | 
of acquiring ce monde. You have been in the beft 
* companies of moft countfies, at an age when others 
have hardly been in any company at all. You are 
mafter of all thofe languages, which John Trott 
feldom fpeaks at all, and never well; confequently 
you need be a ftranger no where. This is the way, 
and the only way, of having du monde; but if you 
have it not, and have ftill any coarfe rufticity about 
you, may one not apply to you the rufticus expedlat 
of Horace ? 

This knowledgé of the world teaches us more par- 
ticularly two things, both which are of infinite con- 
_ fequence, and to feither of which nature inclines us ; 
‘Imean, the command of our temper, and of our 
countenance. A man who has no monde is inflamed 
with anger, or annihilated with fhame, at every 
 difagreeable incident: the one makes him act and 
talk like a madman’; the othefymkes him look like 
afool. Buta man who has du monde, feems not to 
 underftang what he cafinot or ought not to refert. 
- If he makes a flip himfelf, he recovers it by 
 coolnefs, inftead of plunging deeper by his confu- 
_ fion, like a ftumbling horfe. He is firm, but 
| gentle; and” ptactifes that moft excellent maxim, 
| fuaviter in modo, fortitir in re. ‘The other is the volta 


_ Seiolto € penfieri firetti. it? unufed to the world 
a wae “have 

























himfelf infide out. All this may, nay mutt be 0 
without falfehood and treachery 5 ; for it muft go 
farther than politenefs and mianners, and muft 
fhort of affurances and profeffions of firm ilat 


love, are no more.a breach of truth, than 
** humble fervant” at the bottom ¢f a chal 
they are univerfally agreed upon, and und 
be things of courfe. They are neceflary 
the decency and peace of fociety : they muft o 
defenfively ; and then not with arms poifoned 
perfidy. Truth, but not’the whole truth, 
th€“invariable principle of every ey 


aoe 


B.S, I mut atl lec 
ave fen your French, ac 





This ett ‘not th coe ina id, Be sais 
with at leaft feeming warmth, {entiment, and coh- 
cern. Acknowledge the obligations you have to them 
~ for the kindnefs they have fhown you during your 
ftay at Paris; afflure them, that wherevgr you are, 
you will remember thean with gratitude ; with for 
Opportunities of giving them proofs of your plus tendre » 
et refpeciueux fouvenir ; beg of them, in cafe your 
good fortune fhould carry you to any part of the 
world where you could be of any the leaft ufe to them, 
that they would employ you without referve. Say 
“all this, and a great deal more, emphatically and pa- 
thetically ; for you know fi vis me flere—This can 
do you no harm, if you never return to Paris ;, but 
“if you do, as probably you may, it will be of infinite 
ufe to you. Remember too, not to omit going to 
_ every houfe where you have ever been once, to take 
leave, and recommend yourfelf to their remembrance. 
“The reputation which you leave at one place where 
you have been, will circulate ; and you will meet with — 
at twenty places, where a a are to go, Thatta 
bour never quite loft. 
s letter will thow you, that the accident which 








kop gives you an account, high hed nobed 
onces. bier ile ere 
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\ LETTER CCLXXvML — 
idigion, May the 11th, O. S. 1752. 
My pear Frrenp, 


I BREAK my word: by writing ‘this letter ; bet 
break it on the allowable fide, by doing more than — 
I promifed. . I have pleafure in writing, to you: and — 
you may poffibly have fome profit in reading what 
I write ; either of the motives were fufficient forme, — 
both I cannot withftand. By your laft, I calculate — 
that you will leave Paris this day fevennight ; upon 
that fuppofition, this letter may ftill find you there. ‘ 
Colonel Perry arrived here two or three days ago, _ 
and fent me a book from you; Caffandra abridged. 
Iam fure it cannot be too much abridged. The — 
fpirit of that moft voluminous work, fairly extracted, — 
may be contained in the {malleft duodecimo ; and it is 
moft aftonifhing, that there ever could have been — 
people idle enough to write or read fuch endlefs 
heaps of: the fame ftuf™ It was, however, the oc- — 
cupation of thoufands in the laft century ; and is ftill — 
the private, though difavowed, amufement of young ‘ 
gitls, and fentimental ladies, °A love-fick girl finds 
‘4 the Captain with whom fhe is in love all the cou- 
‘rage and all the graces of the tender and accom- 
plifhed Oroondates; and many a grown-up, fenti- — 
mental ladyetalks delicate Clelia to the hero whom — 
fhe would engage to cternal semis or — 
te comm isnot eternal. ee 
Xa eee Wass s 













dy 








© jo, on cnestenerecs's nerrans 


Ab !*quil eft doux d'aimer, fi lon aimoit toujours? 
Mais bélas! il n'eft point d'éternelles amonrs, — i 
It is, however, very well to have read one of thofe 
extravagant works (of all which La Calprenede’ $ are 
the beft), becaufe it is well to be able to ‘talk, with 
fome degree of knowledge, upon all thofe fubjects 
_ that other people talk fometimes upon: and I would 
by no means have any thingy that is known to others, 
“dé totally unknown to you. It is a great advantage 
for any man, to be able to talk or to hear, neither . 
igndrantly nor abfurdly, upon any fubject ; for I 
‘have known people, who have not faid one word, 
/ hear ignorantly and abfurdly ; it has appeared in 
their inattentive and unmeaning faces. 
This, I think, is as little likely to happen to you, 
45 to any body of your age : and if youwill but add 
"a verfatility and eafy conformity of manners, I know 
‘no company in which you are likely to be de trop. 
This verfatility is more .particularly neceffary for 
_ you at this time, now that you are going to fo many 
different places; for, though the manners and cuf- 
toms of the feveral Courts of Germany ate in general 
the fame, yet every one has its particular charac- 
iftic; fome peculiarity or other, which diftin- . 





i -guithes| it from the next. This you fhould carefully 
attend to, and immediately adopt. Nothing flatters 
__ People ‘more; nor makes ftrangen fo welcome, as | 


















pein weer eed 


for every: other pines Take {iron eae 
of ‘this kind appear, at-leaft outwardly, in. 
haviour ; but commend whatever deferves 


you may have left, much better, of the fame ki 
at Paris. As for*inftance, the German kitchen — 
without doubt, execrable, and the French deliciot 
however, never — the ae kiteh 


any thing better. I secheahioh asad Bri 
hoos, who, though while they were at Paris 
formed to no one French cuftom, as foon 
any where elfe, talked of nothing but wha: 
faw, and eat at Paris. “The freedom 
is not to be ufed PERO 51 


ager ee 
fg torp Y crinseintns De LETTERS 


din,’ ipo exist be too French. Hanover, B 
wick, Caffel, &c. are of the mixed kind, un 
swing mais pas offez. 

- Another thing, which I moft earneftly recommend 
to you, not only in Germany, but in every part of 
' the world, where you may ever be, is not only real, 

but feeming attention, to whomever you fpeak .to, 
or to whoever {peaks to you. There is nothing fo 
‘brutally thocking, nor fo little forgiven, as a feem- 
ing inattention to the perfon who is {peaking to you 5 
and IT havé known many a man knocked down, for 
- (in my opinion) a much flighter provocation, than 
that fhocking inattention which I mean. I have feen 

_ many people, who, while you are {peaking to them, 
~ inftead of looking at, and attending to you, fix their 

"eyes upon the cieling, or fome other part of the 
room, look out at the window, play with a dog, 

_ twirl their fnuff-box, or pick their nofe. Nothing 

_ difcovers a little, futile, frivolous mind more than 
this, and nothing is fo offenfively ill-bred: it isan 
\ explicit declaration on your pert, that a the moft 
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which fuch treatment ‘muft excite in every 
t where any degree of felf-love dwells; andI . 
ure I never yet met with that breaft where there 

arent ceel jai ee 


















whoever {peaks to you; nay more, 
and tune yourfelf to their tnifone — ip 
the ferious, gay with the gay, and ‘tr 
triflers. In affuming thefe various 1 
vour to make each of thern feem to 


This is the true and ufeful verfatility, of w 
thorough Whowledge of the world at once teac 
utility, and the means of acquiring. — % 
I am very fure, at leaft I hope, chiar 
make ufe of a filly expreffion, whith is the fi 
ps rma - the abfurd excufe of _ 


secs Stand Sine! Guadalas sa 
emits dine with eet i 7 : 
















mented upon already, that I believe I can] 

. fay any thing new upon it; but, however, Ic 
give it over till Iam better convinced, than I 
am, that you feel all the utility, the importan 
and the neceflity of it; may, mot only feel, 
practife it. Your panegyrift allows you what t 
fathers would be more than fatisfied with in 

and chides me for not contenting myfelf with 
tiellement bon; but I, who have been. An.no | 
ns OR cannot ee 








 eideke poses ri fab icon yp 
they are-young, and then quarrel with them when 
they are grown up, for having been fpoiled ; forme 
Tove them dike mothers, and attend only to the 
y health and, ftrength of the hopes of their 
‘family, folemnize his birth-day, and rejoice, like 
the fubjedts of the Great Mogul, at the increafe of 
is bulk: while others, minding, as they think, 
only effentials, take pains and pleafure to fee in 
_ their heir all their favourite weakneffes and imper- 
: fections. I hope and believe that I have kept clear 
of all thefe errors, in the education which I have 
Ht “given you. No weaknefies of my own have warped 
it, no parfimony thas ftarved it, no rigour has de- 
formed it. Sound and extenfive learning was the 
foundation which I meant to lay: I have laid it; 
greg I — ‘would by no means be fuf 

















1 w you into set great weld; techy your own 
eg age when others ae ce at can 


